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CTA STOP LINE DECIBELS

100-110
DECIBELS:

CHAIN
SAW

TOP 18 NOISIEST CTA
STATIONS

O’Hare

Orange line

Midway

Brown line

Green line

Red
line

Blue line (Forest Park)

Purple
line

Yellow line

Pink Line

Blue line

1

2

3

4 5

6

7

9

8

1011

12

13

14

15

16

17

1
2
3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

11

18

18

Thorndale Red 109.2*

63rd Red 105.4

Chicago Blue 104.8

Damen Pink 104.6

18th Pink 103.9

Grand Blue 103.8

Western/Forest Park Blue 102.8

North/Clybourn Red 102.7

Addison Red 102.4*

Monroe Blue 101.8

Clinton Blue 101.7

Division Blue 101.5

Pulaski Pink 101.4

Western/O’Hare Blue 101.3

Rockwell Brown 101.2

Clark/Division Red 100.9

UIC-Halsted Blue 100.8

Washington Blue 100
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Granville Red 99.8
California Pink 99.6
Kedzie Pink 99.3
Harlem Blue/Forest Park Branch 99.3
Oak Park Blue 99.1
Pulaski Blue/Forest Park Branch 99.1
Illinois Medical District Blue 98.2
Berwyn Red 98.2
Western Pink 98
35th/Bronzeville/IIT Green 97.9
La Salle Blue 97.7
Irving Park Blue 97.3
95th Red 97.2
Jackson Blue 97
Grand/State Red 97
Polk/Medical Center Pink 96.7
Garfield Red 96.6
Clark/Lake Blue 96.3
Bryn Mawr Red 96.2
Chicago Red 96.2
Madison/Wabash Loop 96.1
Oak Park Green 96
Austin Blue 96
47th Green 95.6
69th Red 95.6
Montrose Blue 95.5
Belmont Blue 95.3
Halsted Green 95.3
South Boulevard Purple 95.3
Rosemont Blue 95.3
Cermak/Chinatown Red 95.2
Logan Square Blue 95.1
Austin Green 95

Cicero Green 94.8
Clinton Green 94.8
Cumberland Blue 94.8
Addison Blue 94.7
Harrison Red 94.6
Diversey Brown 94.5
Pulaski Green 94.4
87th Red 94.4
Central Park Pink 94.9
43rd Green 94.3
Washington/Wells Loop 94.3
Lawrence Red 94.2
Sheridan Red 94.2
Harlem Blue/O’Hare Branch 94.1
Cicero Blue/Forest Park Branch 94
Halsted Orange 94
Chicago/Franklin Brown 93.7
Jarvis Red 93.5
Racine Blue 93.4
Kedzie/Homan Blue 93.2
O’Hare Blue 93.1
State/Lake Loop 93.1
Library Loop 93
35th Red 93
Ridgeland Green 92.9
Argyle Red 92.9
47th Red 92.6
Wilson Red 92.5
Ashland Green 92.2
Fullerton Brown/Red/Purple 92
Sedgwick Brown 91.8
Roosevelt Red 91.7
Francisco Brown 91.5
Jefferson Park Blue 91.4
California Blue 91.2
Merchandise Mart Brown/Purple 91.2
Belmont Brown/Red/Purple 91.2
51st Green 91.1
Garfield Green 91.1
Jackson Red 91
Monroe Red 90.4
Cottage Grove Green 90
Kedzie Green 90
Damen Blue 90

Indiana Green 89.9
79th Red 89.9
Conservatory/Central Park Green 89.8
Lake/Randolph Red 89.7
La Salle/Van Buren Loop 89.6
54th/Cermak Pink 89.5
Western Brown 89.5
Southport Brown 89.3
Laramie Green 89
Howard Red/Purple/Yellow 88.9
Quincy Loop 88.9
Clark/Lake Loop 88.6
Armitage Loop 88.5
Loyola Red 88.4
Adams/Wabash Loop 88.2
California Green 87.8
Central Purple 87.8
Davis Purple 87.7
Central Green 87.5
Forest Park Blue 87.4
Montrose Brown 87.3
Kostner Pink 87.1
Morse Red 86.6
Addison Brown 86.5
Randolph/Wabash Loop 86.5
King Drive Green 85.9
Pulaski Orange 85.1
Harlem/Lake Green 85

Western Orange 84.8
Kedzie Orange 84.8
Kimball Brown 84.8
Roosevelt Orange/Green 84.6
Ashland Orange 84.2
Cicero Pink 84.2
Ashland/63rd Green 84.2
35th/Archer Orange 84
Skokie Yellow 84
Foster Purple 83.9
Midway Orange 83.5
Noyes Purple 83.3
Linden Purple 82.4
Kedzie Brown 81.4
Main Purple 80.2
Dempster Purple 80.1

*Express train passing

Steve Thunder, an acoustics expert who assisted the Chicago Sun-Times in a study of noise on the CTA, takes a reading as a
train pulls into the Belmont station on the Red, Brown and Purple lines. |  BRIAN JACKSON~SUN-TIMES

dampening rings on wheels in the
1970s, and they’re now on all trains.

The CTA also smoothes wheels and
rails and adds a thin coat of grease to
reduce noise.

A 1974 Northwestern University
study of the Brown Line bore out
Hruby’s claim that the L is quieter —
in-train noise used to go up to 115 deci-
bels. One factor is that the windows
used to open.

The CTA is currently installing rub-
ber-insulated tie plates at some loca-
tions, and fixing plates directly into a
concrete bed, rather than into a rail
tie. Wooden ties are being replaced
with ties made from recycled tires.

Earplugs, not iPods

There may be a limit to how quiet
the L can get, because the wheels are
steel. By contrast, Montreal’s system

uses rubber tires. 
Since changing the infrastructure

isn’t feasible, Gershon recommends
ear protection.

Audiologists agree that the worst
thing riders can do is turn up music
players to drown out the L — since this
increases volume and exposure time.

“When I see it on the train, I just
shake my head,” Birdwell said.
Comment at suntimes.com.
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