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1 FIXER ON TWITTER

Get updates
throughout 
the day 
suntimes.com

2 3 P.M. CHAT

Chat live 
with columnist
Mary Mitchell 
suntimes.com

3 TOP DOG

E-mail us your
doggie photos 
suntimes.com

YESTERDAY’S TOP 5 MOST VIEWED STORIES

1. Ramirez out 3 games for personal reasons 
suntimes.com/sports/baseball/cubs

2. News on Zambrano, Hill sounds good 
suntimes.com/sports/baseball/cubs

3. A Cubs-Sox October? Way too early to call
suntimes.com/sports/mariotti

4. Cusack says he’s ‘Chicago’ fan 
suntimes.com/sports/baseball/cubs

5. Sox sweep revenge 
suntimes.com/sports/baseball

MUST CLICKS: 3 THINGS YOU CAN’T MISS TODAY @SUNTIMES.COM ON PAGE 16

In emergency,
could you use 
a defibrillator?

BY SANDRA GUY

sguy@suntimes.com

If you think you’re paying
more sales tax today in Cook
County, you are. The sales
tax rate jumps 1 percent to-
day, thanks to a Cook County
Board vote, giving Chicago
the dubious distinction of
having the highest municipal
sales tax rate in the nation.

You’ll pay the highest rate
of sales tax in restaurants in-
side a special taxing district
of Chicago that originated
with the Metropolitan Pier
and Exposition Authority’s
renaming and Navy Pier’s
renovation in 1989.

The County Board

adopted the latest increase
to pay for a hole in the
budget, including supporting
the county’s public health
care system.

Sales tax rates differ from
town to town in Illinois be-
cause certain municipalities

are given home-rule author-
ity, allowing them to imple-
ment their own sales taxes
among other powers. So
west suburban Stone Park’s
10.5 percent sales tax in-
cludes a 1 percent sales tax
take for all Illinois municipal-
ities, plus Stone Park’s addi-
tional 1.5 percent home-rule-

enabled sales tax. 
Outside Cook County, a

municipality’s sales tax rev-
enues are divided like this: 5
percent goes to the state; 1
percent goes to the city, ex-
cept for unincorporated ar-
eas, in which case it goes to
the county, and 0.25 percent
to the county, according to

Mike Klemens, spokesman
for the Illinois Department of
Revenue in Springfield.

The collar counties sur-
rounding Cook — DuPage,
Kane, Lake, McHenry and
Will — impose sales taxes of
6.25 percent each, plus a 0.75
percent RTA tax. Cook is the
only county with home-rule

sales tax authority. 
A further complication is

that some cities and towns
lap into two counties, caus-
ing sales tax rates to differ in-
side a single town. Schaum-
burg, for example, lies in
Cook and DuPage counties,
as does Hinsdale.
Comment at suntimes.com.
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CHICAGO
TAXES

11.25%
Inside boundary

10.25%
Elsewhere
in Chicago

+  0.25%
Additional tax

on city restaurants
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Chicago*

Memphis, Tenn.

New Orleans

New York City

Los Angeles

*Plus inside city taxing district and restaurants

10.25%

9.25%

9%

8.37%

8.25%

TAXES IN OTHER CITIES

BARGAIN SHOPPING

How much sales tax would you pay if
you bought a $1,000 refrigerator
in . . .

• Chicago (downtown): 11.25%, or
$112.50.

• Chicago (outside downtown, in
Cook County): 10.25%, or
$102.50.

• Deer Park (in Lake County): 7%, or
$70.

• Evergreen Park (Cook County):
9.75%, or $97.50.

• Oak Brook (DuPage County): 7.75%,
or $77.50.

• Schaumburg (in Cook County):
10%, or $100.

• Yorkville (Kendall County): inside
the Marketplace Business District:
7.75%, or $77.50.

Source: Illinois Department of Revenue

TAX TO THE MAX
WHO SAYS WE’RE THE 2ND CITY? | Chicagoans now paying nation’s highest sales tax

Cook County is reaching a little deeper into the cash register
starting today. Restaurant meals will cost more, too.


