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Ex-O’Hare official is back

Two years ago, Nancy Takata
was forced out as Chicago’s
$103,080-a-year chief of airport
concessions, escorted by police
out of O’Hare Airport. “They
wanted to go in a different direc-
tion,’’ she said.

Now, after waiting more than a
year, as required by the city’s
ethics ordinance, Takata is back as
a lobbyist for five airport conces-
sionaires — Airport Restaurant
Management, BT Express, MAC
One Midway, North American
Concessions and O’Hare Venture
Limited Partnership. She didn’t
want to talk about her lobbying —
except to say it has nothing to do
with lining up city contracts.

Fran Spielman

City: Don’t retaliate

Mayor Daley’s chief of staff has
sent a memo to city workers
warning there had better be no
retaliation against more than
1,400 people who got a piece of
the $12 million fund to compen-
sate victims of rigged hiring. “Re-
taliation against claimants is
strictly prohibited,” Lori Healey
wrote. The awards have fueled
tensions between workers and
supervisors accused of favoritism
— and triggered jealousy among
co-workers because some awards
were bigger than others. 

Fran Spielman

Raising money for Stroger

For $125, you, too, can attend
Cook County Board President
Todd Stroger’s major fund-raiser
May 15 at the Hyatt Regency
Chicago. Co-chairing the event:
former county Assessor Tom
Hynes and investment banker
John Rogers. Others on Stroger’s
fund-raising committee include: 

Illinois Senate President Emil
Jones; House Speaker Michael J.
Madigan; Aldermen Carrie Aus-
tin, William Banks, Anthony
Beale, Howard Brookins, Walter
Burnett, Willie Cochran, Toni
Foulkes, Leslie Hairston, Michelle
Harris, Lona Lane, Freddrenna
Lyle, Toni Preckwinkle, Gene
Schulter, Latasha Thomas and
JoAnn Thompson; state Sen.
Donne Trotter; county Recorder
of Deeds Gene Moore; county De-
mocratic Party Chairman Joe
Berrios; Secretary of State Jesse
White; state Representatives
Marlow Colvin and Karen
Yarbrough, and Mayors Dwight
Welch of Country Club Hills,
Robert Donaldson of Hazel Crest
and David Webb of Markham. 

Also: businessmen Roland
Burris, Bill Filan, Greg Goldner,
Elzie Higginbottom and Manny
Hoffman.

Steve Patterson

Stuart P. Levine, the star prosecu-
tion witness in Tony Rezko’s corrup-
tion trial, might be an admitted drug
user and felon. But he’s savvy when it
comes to his property taxes.

Levine found a way to save
$351,715.12 over an 11-year span.
And — unlike many of the crooked
deals Levine admitted to on the wit-
ness stand — his tax break was per-
fectly legal.

Levine got his break through the
Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency’s “property tax assessment
freeze” program. The idea is to of-
fer tax breaks to encourage people
to renovate historic homes.

First, you make sure your home
meets the state’s criteria for
“historic.” Then, you do the con-
struction work, making sure the
project is up to state standards.

If the state agrees, you get a “cer-
tificate of rehabilitation.” That
freezes the assessed value of your
home — the figure your property
taxes are based on — for eight
years. In the next four years after
that, your assessment is gradually 
ramped back to normal.

Levine’s house, on Deere Park
Drive in Highland Park, is a good
example of how lucrative the pro-
gram can be.

Levine and his wife, Sheri, bought
what’s known as the E.C. Fucik

house in the early 1990s for $1.8 mil-
lion, Lake County property records
show. It’s a stone, English-manor-
style structure that dates to the
1920s, overlooks Lake Michigan and
has a private beach.

The Levines wanted more space,
an updated kitchen and new win-
dows, among other things. So they
hired an architect to oversee plans
for a two-story addition, plus inte-
rior work, records show.

Under historic-preservation
rules, the addition and other work 
had to match the existing house. The
Levines ended up spending $588,327
on their rehab project, which
wrapped up in November 1995.

Then, they reaped the financial
benefit. Between 1996 and 2007, the
Levines paid $338,977.51 in prop-
erty taxes (see chart). Had their
house not been part of the state
program, they would have paid

more than double that amount in
property taxes — $690,692.63 —
during that time. 

Now, the freeze has expired. And
the Levines are moving out.

They put their house on the mar-
ket Jan. 2, with an asking price of
$4.95 million — about double what
they paid for it and spent on renova-
tions. 

The six-bedroom house — with
four fireplaces and a four-car
garage — went under contract in
early March for an undisclosed
amount. It has yet to close, accord-
ing to property records.

Levine’s home is among 3,158
houses and condos statewide al-
lowed in the tax-freeze program
since 1985. Preservationists credit
the tax breaks with keeping historic
buildings in good shape.

A downside: Other taxpayers pay
a little more in taxes to make up for
people who have the tax breaks. Ex-
actly how much depends on the
number of historic structures in
various taxing districts.

Originally charged with money-
laundering, attempted extortion,
mail fraud and other crimes, Levine
pleaded guilty to two of the 24
counts against him. He’s expected
to get 67 months in prison. 

Chris Fusco
Comment at suntimes.com.

FAT TAX BREAK 
FOR FELON
Key Rezko witness Stuart Levine saved
$351,000 on property taxes over 11 years

LEVINE’S TAX BREAK, BY YEAR
WHAT LEVINE BILL WITHOUT SAVINGS

YEAR PAID TAX BREAK

1996 $25,035.36 $39,769.06 $14,733.70

1997 $25,312.75 $46,612.32 $21,299.57

1998 $24,836.47 $46,869.99 $22,033.52

1999 $25,080.66 $48,606.74 $23,526.08

2000 $25,931.38 $55,137.15 $29,205.77

2001 $24,412.05 $75,455.19 $51,043.14

2002 $23,948.10 $75,974.31 $52,026.21

2003 $23,218.53 $81,644.36 $58,425.83

2004 $36,501.05 $78,896.65 $42,395.60

2005 $48,727.45 $74,129.65 $25,402.20

2006 $55,973.71 $67,597.21 $11,623.50

$338,977.51 $690.692.63 $351,715.12

SOURCE: Lake County assessor’s office
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